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1) The amendment /preliminary amendment filed 12/10/2002 is 
acknowledged. New claims 18-29 have been currently added. 

2) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

3) (e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this 
subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) only 
if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; 
or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for 
the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) . 

4) Claims 18,19,22-25,28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by MAEDA et al ( 6,072,759 ). 

MAEDA et al discloses a method for storing audio information 
as claimed in claims 18,19,24 and 25 comprising the steps of: 

providing a unitary storage medium ( Fig.lA, DVD ); 

storing audio information on the unitary storage medium ( 
the audio information is stored in DVD with MPEG-2 compression 
format ) ; 

forming a file based access mechanism on the unitary storage 
medium ( figure 3A and 3B show file-based data structure of audio 



Application/Control Number: 10/039,713 
Art Unit: 2653 



Page 3 



and video data and figure 4 shows ROOT directory. See also 
column 6, lines 27-45. It is noted that the information data in 
this case is video and audio data which records in lossy 
compression format, such as MPEG, and the information data may be 
in computer data which normally records in lossless format, see 
column 6, lines 39-46 ) . 

As to claims 22 and 28 MAEDA et al shows to form a TOC 
mechanism on the unitary storage medium ( see figures 10A, 10B, 
10C, 11-15 and column 10, line 1 to column 15, line 34 ) for 
storing and accessing audio information. 

As to claims 23 and 29, since the unitary storage medium is 
DVD then all information data stored in single serial track. 

5) Claims 20,21,26 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6) Claims 10-17 are allowed. 

7) Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

8) Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
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ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a) . Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire 
on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the 
statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
date of this final action. 

9 ) AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT . 
The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is 
permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised format as 
set forth below. Further details of this practice are described 
in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT NOW PERMITTED, signed January 
31,2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette in February, 2003 
( Notice posted on the Office's website at: 
http : //www . uspto , go v/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/revamdtprac , htm ) . 

The revised amendment format is essentially the same as the 
amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a 
revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments) . The revision to 
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37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment submission and 
improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a 
revision to 37 CFR 1.121 by July of 2003, at which point compliance 
with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately , all applicants may submit amendments 
in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 
receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also employ 
the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS . 
Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment and/or Response (e.g., Claim 
Amendments, Specification Amendments, Remarks) should begin on a 
separate sheet, to facilitate separate indexing and scanning of 
the document. For example, in an amendment containing 

a. ) introductory comments, 

b. ) amendments to the claims, 

c. ) amendments to the specification, and 

d . ) remarks , 

each of these sections should begin on a separate sheet . This 
will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning 
of each part of an amendment document for placement in an 
electronic file wrapper. 

Two versions of amended partfs) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and ® to provide two 
versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of each 
replacement paragraph, section, substitute specification or 
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claims (a clean version and a marked up version) , as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.121(c), will be waived if where an amendment is 
submitted in the following format: 

A) Amendments to the claims: 
Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing 
claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a complete listing of all 
claims in the application. After each claim number, the status 
must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of 
each claim under examination (with markings to show current 
changes) must be presented. The listing will serve to replace 
all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the 
application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical 
expression following the claim number by one of the following: 
(original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated- formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated ), (re-presented- 
formerly dependent claim #_), or (previously re-presented). The text of all 
pending claims under examination must be submitted each time any 
claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be 
indicated by only the claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with 
markings to indicate the changes that have been made relative to 
the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
should be shown by strikethrough (for deleted matter) or 
underlining (for added matter) , or by any equivalent marking 
system. An accompanying clean version is not required and should 
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not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will 
include markings . 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be 
presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any 
claim presented in clean version will constitute an assertion 
that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior 
version. 

(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an 
instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 
constitute an instruction to cancel. Any claims added by 
amendment must be indicated as (new)) and shall not be underlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled or 
withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g. 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) ) . 

Example of listing of claims : 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended) : A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) : A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original) : The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 
Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (new) : A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 
Claim 13 (previously added) : A bucket having a circumferential 
upper lip. 

Claim 14 (re-presented ) formerly claim 11) : A black bucket with 
a wooden handle . 
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B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification may be made by presenting a 
replacement paragraph, section or substitute specification marked 
up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. 
An accompanying clean version is not required and should not be 
presented. 

C) Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes may be made by presenting replacement 
figures which incorporate the proposed changes and which comply 
with § 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented 
in the remarks section of the amendment. If the changes to the 
drawing figure (s) are not approved by the examiner, applicant 
will be informed in the next Office action. Any replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even though only one figure 
may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended 
drawing should not be labeled as "amended" 

Any questions regarding these submission of amendments 
pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this Office action 
should be directed to the following legal advisors in the Office 
of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA) : Elizabeth Dougherty 
(Elizabeth.Dougherty@uspto.gov) , Gena Jones (Eugenia. Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe 
Narcavage (Joseph . Narcavage@uspto . gov) . For information on the waiver 
or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jay Lucas 
(Jay.Lucas@uspto.gov) , Senior Legal Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke 
(Robert.Clarke@uspto.gov) , Senior Legal Advisor (OPLA). 



Alternatively, further information may be obtained by 
calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 
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10) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the Examiner should be directed to TAN DINH 
whose telephone number is (703)308-4859. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-4750, or the 
customer service whose telephone number is (703)306-0377. 



TAN DINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




February 12, 2003 



